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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 262 
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SUBJ: EPPECT OP PANAMA CANAL TREATIES ON 1914 THOMPSON- 
URRUTIA TREATY 

REF: STATE 004644 

1. POL COUNSELOR PASSED SUBSTANCE OP REFTEL MORNING JANUARY 9 
TO COLONEL LONDONO, CHIEF OF FRONTIERS DIVISION, POREIGN 
MINISTRY. 

2. DURING DINNER ON JANUARY 9, OPPERED BY PRESIDENT LOPEZ POR 
CODELS BAKER AND BENTSEN, POREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO TOLD THE 
AMBASSADOR THAT THE GOC DOES NOT MAINTAIN THAT U.S. OBLIGATIONS 
TO COLOMBIA UNDER THE THOMPSON-URRUTIA TREATY WILL EXTEND 
BEYOND DECEMBER 31, 1999. LIEVANO IS, HOWEVER, BOTHERED BY 
WHAT HE CONSIDERS THE EXCESSIVELY LOOSE LANGUAGE IN PAR 2, 

ARTICLE VI OF THE TREATY ON NEUTRALITY, WHICH STATES THAT PANAMA 
"MAY PROVIDE" COLOMBIA WITH THE RIGHT OP TOLL FREE TRANSIT 

(77 BOGOTA 12043). WHAT THE GOC WOULD LIKE TO SEE REELECTED 
IN AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES, LIEVANO SAID, IS SOME RECOGNITION 
BY THE U.S. OP PANAMA'S COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE COLOMBIA'S 
RIGHTS FOLLOWING THE END OP U.S. RESPONSIBILITY FOR CANAL 
OPERATIONS, AS EXPRESSED IN THE COLOMBO-PANAMANIAN EXCHANGE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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OP NOTES OF NOVEMBER 30, 1977 (77 BOGOTA 12050). 
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